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Reference: SR23/1325-2

Petition Number: P-06-1325
Petition title: Lower the speed limit on the A5 through Clasfryn

Text of petition: We are calling for a speed limit of 30mph to be set on the
A5 through the village of Glasfryn as a matter of urgency and before someone
is killed.

Families live on the edge of this busy and dangerous road. Businesses are
conducted very near to the road and farmers and contractors use the road
daily to conduct their businesses.

Over the years, there have been a number of serious accidents including one
fatality and several near misses. This is an urgent matter as it is only a matter
of time before another serious incident occurs.
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1. Background

The A5 at Glasfryn forms part of the trunk road network. Consequently, the Welsh
Government is the highway authority, and also traffic authority responsible for
speed limits on this stretch of road.

The speed limit through the village is currently 60mph. It forms part of what is

sufficient and that the speed limit should be reduced.

Currently speed limits on Welsh roads other than motorways are set using

in 2021. This commits to review the approach to setting speed limits.

2. Welsh Government action

In his letter to the Chair, dated 7 March, the Deputy Minister for Climate Change,
Lee Waters MS says that the speed limit in the village has recently been reviewed
using the 2009 guidance. That recommended no change.

hear views on the review. Although it includes no formal response mechanism.

The updated guidance is expected to be published “by the end of the year”, at
which point trunk road speed limits will be reviewed again. He stresses it would
not be appropriate to review again using the current guidance.

partnership which is responsible for speed limit enforcement.
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3. Welsh Parliament action

introduce a default 20mph speed limit on restricted roads - the default limit is
currently 30mph. While this would not apply to Glasfryn, it forms part of the basis
for the review of speed limit guidance referred to by the Deputy Minister.

Some call for speed reductions and / or other road safety measures. Others
oppose the introduction of 20mph speed limits.

If you travel on the A5 from Bangor all the way to Shrewsbury, Glasfryn is
the only village on that journey where there are no speed limits in place,
even though there are busy junctions in the village and homes only a
metre or two from the side of the road. Indeed, what you see when you
reach the village are national speed limit signs, which, to all intents and
purposes, remind drivers to drive at 60 miles an hour, which is entirely
unacceptable.

The Deputy Minister's response drew attention the speed limit policy changes
described above. He said:

.. there are examples where a community feels the road speeds are too
fast, and that is something we're going to look at as part of our overall
package of modal shift.

Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in this
briefing is correct at the time of publication. Readers should be aware that
these briefings are not necessarily updated or otherwise amended to
reflect subsequent changes.
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